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Research can (and should) inform
policy

How?
Testing policy assumptions
Identifying problems potentially 
amenable to policy action
Identifying actions which might prevent 
or ameliorate problems
Evaluating interventions growing out of 
policy actions
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We voted on it last 
May

The findings will be 
published soon

We’re voting next 
week

Have to wait on 
peer review

The bill is being 
reauthorized this 
year

Take years

Policy decisionsResearch projects
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Pay attention to the legislative agenda
Try to anticipate
Be ready to report “old” findings when 
they become relevant
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Work by Carol Weiss
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“Studies that strengthen our 
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influence policies and practices that 
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