
 
POSITION DESCRIPTION 

   
Research Scientist (100%) 

Social Development Research Group 
School of Social Work 

University of Washington 
 
The Social Development Research Group (SDRG) at the University of Washington, a leader in the field of prevention research, 
is seeking one full-time Research Scientist (or two 50% FTE) to join the analysis teams of two research projects funded by the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse to examine the development of marijuana, tobacco and other substance use in longitudinal 
samples of children, adolescents, young adults, and families.  
 
The position is supported by two related funded studies within the Seattle Social Development Project: the SSDP 
Intergenerational Project (TIP) and the SSDP Gene-Environment Development Initiative (GEDI) project. TIP is a longitudinal 
study aimed at understanding the influence of parent substance use on child and adolescent development. It began in 2002, 
and has collected 7 waves of data from approximately 385 families who are part of the larger SSDP study (n=808). We have 
received 5 years of funding to collect and analyze 3 additional waves of data from the TIP sample to examine the potential 
developmental effects of the recent legalization of adult marijuana use in Washington State. The GEDI project is an ongoing 
NIDA funded study that is examining the potential interplay of genetic and environmental factors in the development of 
addiction. GEDI reflects a collaboration across 3 datasets: the larger SSDP study (n=808), the Raising Healthy Children Study 
(also at SDRG, n=1040), and the Minnesota Center for Twin and Family Research (n=1197 MZ and 684 DZ twin pairs). More 
information is available on these studies at http://www.ssdp-tip.org. 
 
The Research Scientist will work in a collegial setting as a member of the analysis teams under the supervision of the projects’ 
principal investigators. SDRG is a multi-disciplinary group of more than 40 researchers and staff members, working to increase 
understanding of social development and health risk behavior during childhood, adolescence, and young adulthood and to use 
this knowledge to develop effective prevention programs, policies and service systems.  More information about SDRG is 
available at www.sdrg.org.  
 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 Design and execute analyses of complex and longitudinal data 

 Conduct analyses using advanced statistical analysis techniques, including multilevel modeling, growth curve modeling, 
survival analysis, structural equation modeling, confirmatory factor analysis, mediation and moderation analyses, and 
missing data methods 

 Lead and collaborate on analysis and writing teams in the preparation of peer-reviewed articles 

 Assist with the development and revision of survey instruments 

 Contribute to the conceptualization, development, and preparation of project reports, scholarly publications, presentations, 
and grant proposals 

 Assist in developing, documenting, and maintaining analysis data sets 

 Present project findings at local and national conferences 

 Assist in the dissemination of project findings to the broader public 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 

 Master's degree and 3-5 years’ experience in public health, epidemiology, psychology, social work, sociology, bio-
statistics, or related field 

 Strong written and oral communication skills and ability to write for publication in peer-reviewed, scientific journals 

 Strong analytical background, including experience with advanced longitudinal analysis techniques, such as multi-
level/mixed modeling, structural equation modeling, missing data procedures, as well as scale construction and 
assessment of reliability and validity of measures 

 Experience with SPSS and at least one of the following: HLM, EQS, Mplus, SAS, R, or STATA 

 Experience working with complex longitudinal datasets 

 Experience working in and contributing to collaborative research teams 
 
DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

 Familiarity with prevention science theories and methods 

 Knowledge of etiological research and epidemiological on substance use and misuse, including data collection methods, 
prevalence estimation, and risk and protective factors for adolescent and young adult alcohol and other drug use 

 Experience with multilevel modeling. 

 Familiarity with life course and developmental science research 

 Interest in person x environment research on development 

Apply online at http://www.washington.edu/admin/hr/jobs/index.html .  (START your job search: Req # 117808.) 
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