
POSITION TITLE: Prevention Science Open Rank Faculty 
EMPLOYER:  Human Development and Family Studies, Pennsylvania State University 
LOCATION: University Park, PA  
WEBSITE:  http://www.hhdev.psu.edu/hdfs/ 
 
 
JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
The Department of Human Development and Family Studies (HDFS) in the College of Health 
and Human Development at The Pennsylvania State University invites applications for a tenure 
or tenure-track position at the rank of Assistant, Associate, or full Professor.  A faculty colleague 
is sought whose research focuses on prevention science, broadly defined, with disciplinary 
background open.  Areas of interest include but are not limited to parent-child, marital, and 
sibling relationships; child rearing, socialization, and positive and negative developmental 
outcomes; early childhood and school-based intervention and prevention; and family dynamics, 
risk, and resiliency, as well as how these various processes and dynamics vary in terms of family 
structure, employment, race, ethnicity, class, or culture. We are particularly interested in research 
that examines risk, resiliency, and the effects of preventive interventions on parent and child 
outcomes in underserved, vulnerable populations. We are also seeking candidates with 
prevention science expertise in “scaling up” interventions, tailoring interventions to maximize 
their impact on individuals, and effectively disseminating interventions so that they have greater 
societal impact. Applicants should demonstrate a clear program of research, strong publication 
record, and the ability to obtain external funding. Responsibilities include teaching both 
undergraduate and graduate level courses as well as directing theses/dissertations.  An earned 
doctorate in the behavioral or social sciences and the promise of outstanding scholarly 
accomplishments are required. 
 
The Department Of Human Development and Family Studies (HDFS): 
The Department of Human Development and Family Studies (www.hhdev.psu.edu/hdfs) has a 
diverse, multi-disciplinary faculty that focuses on individual development from infancy through 
old age, on family structure and dynamics, on the impact of social/cultural contexts on 
development and family functioning, and on the design and evaluation of interventions to 
promote health and development and to prevent disease. A strong research and training program 
in developmental and prevention methodology is integrated into the Department’s research and 
graduate education activities.  
 
The Bennett Pierce Prevention Research Center: 
This person would become an affiliate faculty member of The Bennett Pierce Prevention 
Research Center for the Promotion of Human Development (www.prevention.psu.edu), a 
prominent interdisciplinary research center in the College of Health and Human Development 
established in 1998 to foster research focused on developmental aspects of risk and prevention. 
Research projects in the PRC, many funded through NIH, range from etiologic studies to large-
scale translation trials, examining how families, schools, and communities can work together to 
promote healthy lifestyles for children, youth, and families. Current research focuses on topics 
ranging from alcohol and skin cancer studies, to interventions to strengthen families and 
parenting, to the development and implementation of school-based prevention and intervention 

http://www.hhdev.psu.edu/hdfs
http://www.prevention.psu.edu/


programs. Longitudinal research is a hallmark of the Center. Center faculty also develop clinical 
trials of innovative models to promote competence and prevent unhealthy outcomes for children, 
families, and communities, conduct rigorous research on the translation and dissemination of 
effective prevention programs in community settings, and conduct evaluation studies designed to 
inform policy within several state agencies. The Center provides research seminars on prevention 
science for faculty and graduate students, and coordinates a NIDA-supported training program 
with the Penn State Methodology Center (http://methodology.psu.edu/ ) to foster the integration 
of prevention and statistical/design methodology in the prevention of substance use and related 
morbidities (e.g., HIV). The Center is also an active partner in two other training grants in 
obesity prevention and in interventions aimed at promoting literacy and social/emotional 
competence in children and youth.  
 
Review of applications and nominations will begin immediately and will continue to be accepted 
until the position is filled. To be considered, applicants must complete an on-line application at: 
http://psu.jobs/Search/Opportunities.html (job vacancy # 52716). In addition to the on-line 
application, send cover letter, curriculum vitae and supporting information (e.g., reprints, 
preprints, letters from three references) to:  Prevention Science Search Committee, Human 
Development and Family Studies, 315 HHD-East, The Pennsylvania State University, University 
Park, PA  16802 (or electronically to Donna Bitner at drb7@psu.edu). 
 
Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity and the diversity of its 
workforce. 
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