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Conforming, and Genderqueer People 
 
PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION: 
An alarming number of states are currently considering discriminatory bills focused on limiting the rights 
of transgender, gender nonbinary, genderfluid, two-spirit, gender non-conforming, and genderqueer 
people (TGNC1), with more than 80 bills having been introduced in 2021 alone. Unfortunately, a vast 
majority of the legislation specifically targets minors. These discriminatory bills will sharply reduce legal 
rights and equitable access to services and will significantly impact the health and well-being of TGNC 
people, their families, and our society at large. Already, TGNC people experience substantial 
discrimination and barriers to services and care, including access to trans-affirming health care (Bradford 
et al., 2013; Reisner et al., 2014); restrictions in athletics (Goldberg, 2021); harassment, intimidation, 
and bullying in schools and the workplace (Kosciw, et al., 2012); punitive practices in the juvenile and 
criminal justice systems (Center for American Progress, et al., 2016); and rejection and banishment by 
family members (Abreu, et al., 2019; Katz-Wise, et al., 2016). Importantly, they are also less likely to 
access the limited array of trans-affirming mental health care (Carter et al., 2019), which is particularly 
alarming: The Trevor Project’s 2021 survey results report that more than half of transgender and gender 
nonbinary youth seriously considered attempting suicide in the past year (The Trevor Project, 2021). The 
Society for Prevention Research (SPR) and the National Prevention Science Coalition to Improve Lives 
(NPSC) strongly encouraged members to act in support of TGNC people and their families and to fight 
against legislation aimed at reducing the legal and human rights of US citizens. SPR and NPSC further 

 
1 For the purposes of this statement, we use the acronym TGNC (short for transgender and 
gender nonconforming) to represent transgender, gender nonbinary, genderfluid, two-spirit, 
gender non-conforming, and genderqueer people. We intend for the acronym and our terms to 
be as broadly inclusive as possible, and we recognize that some TGNC people do not ascribe to 
these terms. Readers are referred to the American Psychological Association (2015, Appendix A) 
for a listing of terms that include various TGNC identity labels. 

https://www.preventionresearch.org/
https://www.npscoalition.org/
https://www.hrc.org/press-releases/breaking-2021-becomes-record-year-for-anti-transgender-legislation
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
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urge their members to actively oppose stigmatizing and discriminatory legislation and language by 
identifying antitrans attitudes in research, policy, and practice, and to take decisive steps toward 
correcting these harmful actions. Finally, SPR and NPSC members are urged to share relevant research 
with state and local policymakers that consistently demonstrates the destructive effects of 
discrimination.  
 
SPR AND NPSC CALL TO ACTION:  

• Make your voices heard. Use the ACLU Tracker to monitor bills introduced in US states and 
contact state and local representatives to voice opposition to these oppressive actions and let 
them know these bills are cruel and anti-science. 

• Join the Count Me In Campaign of the Human Rights Campaign. 
• Connect with local LGBTQ+ organizations and advocates and educate yourself on being an ally: 

National Center for Transgender Equality – A Guide to Being a Good Ally. 
• Initiate or get involved in trans-inclusive initiatives at your institutions. 
• Ensure representation and reporting of TGNC populations in research. The Sexual and Gender 

Minority Research Office of the National Institutes of Health provides examples of sexual 
orientation and gender identity questions. 

• Actively advocate for an increase in funding for mental and physical health services for TGNC 
people, including parity in insurance coverage. 

• Actively advocate for an increase in funding for prevention research and programming aimed at 
reducing systemic- and individual-level stigma and discrimination against transgender people. 

 
In solidarity, 
 
SPR and NPSC 
 
August 2021 
 
Resources: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s resources for LGBT youth, friends, and supporters 
Child Trends’ report on anti-LGBTQ policy proposals and youth mental health 
GLSEN’s network for safe, supportive, and LGBTQ-inclusive K-12 education 
Human Rights Campaign 
National Center for Transgender Equality 
PFLAG for LGBTQ+ people, their parents and families, and allies 
The Trevor Project and The Trevor Project’s 2021 Survey Results 
The Williams Institute’s report on gender-affirming medical care for youth 
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